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News for Immediate Release

BURBICKS RECOGNIZED AS DISTINGIUSHED COMMUNITY AWARD RECIPIENTS
KENT, Ohio (April 20, 2008) – Each year, Coleman Professional Services recognizes individuals who enhance Portage County with their outstanding leadership and service to humanitarian causes and organizations at their Annual Appreciation Dinner Celebration. Joan and Ron Burbick were honored with the Distinguished Community Service Award for their commitment to improving the lives of people in their community, both professionally and as volunteers.

Joan Burbick is a graduate of Keystone College, where she earned her Associates Degree in Business.  Joan began work after college in the field of International Marketing for a pharmaceutical company called Schering. She served as a columnist and reporter for the Record Publishing Company from 1994-1996.  Since 2000, she is a retiree who has devoted her time to her loving family in the role as a great wife and super grandma.  She also currently serves on the Board for Family and Community Services.

Ron Burbick, a retired Schneller Corporation executive, graduated from Alderson Broaddus College with a B.S. in Mathematics.  For seven years, he served in the U.S. Navy as a Cryptologist and Russian Linguist.  He served as Vice President of Marketing and Sales for Schneller.  Since, 1998 until present, Ron is a retiree, philanthropist and grandpa.  In 2006, he received an Honorary Doctor of Business from his alma mater, Alderson-Broaddus College. Ron Burbick is Vice Chairman of the College’s Board of Trustees. Since 2008, he has been leading the Kent Downtown Phoenix Project.

Ron and Joan have become two of Portage County's most generous philanthropists. The Burbick Foundation, the independent nonprofit agency, has helped to improve the quality of life for area residents through its financial support of numerous local projects. Their efforts in Kent have included providing start-up funding to the Main Street Kent project, a key initiative in downtown revitalization efforts. Ron is also active as a board member and past or present leader in numerous organizations, including: the Coleman Foundation, Robinson Memorial Hospital, Children’s Advocacy Center, Lake Royale Preserves, Kent Rotary Club, Kent Area Chamber of Commerce, Town Hall II, and many other community organizations. 
Together, Ron and Joan are active volunteers in a number of Kent and Portage County activities. They have two children, ten grandchildren and their loyal dog, Buddy. The Burbicks reside in St. Petersburg, Florida and Kent, Ohio. 
Coleman Professional Services is a nationally recognized not-for-profit provider of behavioral health and rehabilitation programs that improve the lives of individuals, families and businesses in Northeast Ohio. The company relies on an enterprise business model to diversify its funding. Coleman’s foundation and three enterprise companies produce more than 25 percent of the company’s funding for its award-winning programs.
For more information on Coleman Professional Services or the services it offers, visit www.coleman-professional.com or call 330-673-1347. 
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